






Decline in Youth Participation 
Bad for Local Democracy
Any country’s social and political terrain is defined and determined by the youths, more so in the 
case of Zimbabwe where youths constitute the majority of the voting population.

by The Editorial Team | @The_CBNews 

Y ouths in Zimbabwe face challenges such as unemployment, unaffordable education, 
and lack of access to health care due to excessive poverty, forced migration due to 

limited opportunities, child marriages and sexual abuse of young women, among others.

Independent researchers have revealed that the general unemployment rate stands at more 
than 80% with many youth graduates resorting to vending and cross border trade activities to 
support livelihoods outside of the mainstream economy.

A survey conducted by Zimbabwe Youth Task Force and coordinated by National Association 
of Youth Organizations (NAYO) in 2017, in partnership with the African Union (AU) and European 
Union (EU) for the AU-EU Heads of States Meeting in Abidjan noted the following key challenges 
faced by youths; high unemployment, exorbitant education of less quality, limited civic space 
for effective participation in economic and political spaces including parliament among others.

Despite the basket of challenges facing the youth, there is a disturbing emerging trend of 
massive voter apathy where people, in particular the youth who constitute the majority of 
eligible voters, are shying away from participating in electoral processes.

The recent by-elections held on March 26 is a case in point.



According to statistics released by the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC), the number of 
registered voters has been fluctuating over the years. According to ZEC, as at January 8, 2022, 
only 5 632 575 were registered to vote, down by 63 131 voters from 5 695 706 who voted in the 
2018.

Statistics show that there were 6 441 157 registered voters in the 2013 general elections.

This raises questions on whether young people are ready to get involved in electoral processes.

Given the fact that the youth constitute the majority of the eligible voting population, there is 
a presumption that the largest demographic participating in electoral processes ought to be 
the youth.

But this is not the case yet the youth are the largest demographic most affected by democratic 
processes. 

In the 2018 elections, only 6 young people under the age of 35 made it into Parliament out of a 
possible 210 seats. This means that in 2018 Zimbabwe had a 2.85% representation of youths in 
Parliament. This is unacceptable.

Independent election watchdogs, Civil Society Organisations, Churches and other stakeholders 
need to support programs for youth participation and this can begin with training in leadership, 
governance, and civic engagement.

Two of our stories in this Issue highlight two glaring issues: Youths shy away from electoral 
processes by not participating in voting for example, while women on the other hand face 
barriers in participating in elections as candidates. This situation paints a gloomy picture for 
our local democracy and must be nipped in the bud especially ahead of the country’s 2023 
national elections. 

Youth-led organizations, among other stakeholders, should step to the forefront; mobilize 
and organize young people to actively participate in electoral processes through registering to 
vote, and voting on the polling days.

A special focus on the empowerment of girls and women to meaningfully express themselves 
and actively participate in leadership and decision-making processes is also necessary if we are 
to see their increased participation.

Policy makers at the local level must create awareness and advocate for a more realistic 
budgeting process that meets the needs of the youth, special interest groups such as women 
and ensures adequate financing of inclusive public services to ensure inclusive participation. 



Despite 
Rains, 
Bulawayo 
Taps Run Dry

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

would be like after a few 
months before the rainy 

season.
Blessing Moyo, a Gwabalanda resident

                                       ”
After the poor rains, Bulawayo’s supply 
dams have fallen, forcing the local authority 
to re-introduce a daily 20 hour water 
rationing regime in February targeting 
Gwabalanda, Magwegwe West and North 
suburbs.

Council has also announced that it may be 
forced to decommission Umzingwane dam 
anytime due to low water levels.

The dam is less than 10% full.

“It’s clear that we will be going for weeks 
without water around October,” Moyo 
adds.

A latest report of the council 
Water Supplies and Water 
Action Committee  shows 

that Umtshabezi will be 
decommissioned in April, Insiza 
in June, Upper Ncema in July and 

Inyankuni in September while 
Lower Ncema faces the same 
fate in a few months due to 

dwindling water levels.

“The decommissioning (Umzingwane) 
would result in reduced available 
abstraction by 35 megaliters per day thus 
affecting total available raw water for 
delivery to criterion,” the report reads.

B lessing Moyo, a resident of Gwabalanda 
suburb, is a worried man as he relives 

the 2020 diarrhoea outbreak that hit Luveve and 
other surrounding suburbs.

In 2020, the Bulawayo Progressive Residents 
Association (BPRA) appealed to President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa to declare the city a 
water shortage area after being frustrated with 
the lack of urgency by the relevant ministries.

The diarrhoea outbreak, blamed on severe water 
shortages, claimed 13 lives and infected over 
2000 others.

At the time, the local authority had 
decommissioned Umzingwane, Upper Ncema 
and Lower, a situation that saw residents going 
close to a week without running taps.

     “
My main worry is that we 

are still in March and one is 
left asking what the situation 



Bulawayo requires an estimated 150 ML per day.

According to the report, as at December 20, 
2021, the volume of available water at Insiza was 
109,166,750 cubic metres, Inyankuni 40,914,810 
m3, Lower Ncema 11,656,052 m3, Umzingwane 
1,486,760 m3, Upper Ncema 13,656,760m3 and 
Mtshabezi 32,527,760 m3.

Data Visualization: BCC

“Lower Ncema normally depleted later than 
indicated as Upper Ncema was used as a source 
for it. The above were the current obtaining 
figures as at the date of preparation of this 
report,” the report adds.

In 2020, desperate residents resorted to 
vandalising the city’s water-piping system to 
access the precious liquid.

As concerns loom large over dwindling water 
levels, the council also faces a challenge in 
pumping water at its treatment plants, resulting 
in the water challenges.

“At present, Ncema water works had a capacity 
to pump a maximum of 40 Ml to 45 Ml/day out of 
the expected 80 Ml/day clear water due to 60% 
of the filters not working and to be addressed 
through the tender for the Rehabilitation of 
these,” the report adds.

At the same time, borehole 
water cannot be relied 

upon to alleviate the water 

shortages, the council 
warns.

“…borehole water was not treated water 
nor does council have the capacity to treat 
or protect such water from contamination. 
In that regard, bacteriological quality of 
borehole water could not be guaranteed 
since the water was untreated.”

Bulawayo commentator Effie Ncube 
says Bulawayo’s water challenges need 
a permanent solution not halfhearted 
measures.

“The only way to defeat water shortages in 
Bulawayo is to invest in water supply at a 
city level, and at a national level. We need 
bigger, better dams,” Ncube says.

Residents pin hopes on the completion of 
the Matabeleland Zambezi Water Project 
(MZWP) that involves the construction of 
the Gwayi-Shangani dam.

Once complete, an estimated 160 000 
megalitres will be piped daily to Bulawayo.

The central government says the dam 
construction is expected to be complete in 
December 2022.

The Zimbabwe National Water Authority 
(Zinwa) and Chinese contractor, China 
International Water and Electric 
Corporation are involved in the 
construction of the dam.

Until then, Moyo plans to invest in a Jojo 
tank to store water.

“I have to be prepared for the worst,” he 
says.



Recent Polls Surface 
Challenges For Female 
Politicians 
The recently held by-elections showed glaring disparities in Bulawayo’s electoral process 
with political parties exposed for disregarding constitutional provisions regarding gender 
equality, some with women shying away from contesting in the by-elections.

by Musa Makina | @The_CBNews

S enzeni Mpofu, a female politician, says it 
is disappointing that women politicians 

continue to face hurdles when they attempt to 
contest for positions.

Mpofu blames this on societal and cultural norms 
which often relegate women to household 
chores.

“One barrier to women’s political participation 
and leadership is time use. Women spend up to 
four times as much time on unpaid care work and 

home duties than men, precluding them 
from economic and political participation,” 
Mpofu says.

Bulawayo ward 17 councillor Sikhululekile 
Moyo is concerned over the low women 
participation in Bulawayo in the by-
elections.

“I am deeply worried because we had very 
few women participating. If I look at the 
National Assembly from my party (CCC), 
only one woman contested. In the local 
government, only two participated,” Moyo 
says.



    “
I was hoping we were going to 
get more numbers this time 

around. But the problem also 
goes back to our political parties 

where candidates are selected 
at primary elections. It’s clear 

we still have a long way to go to 
ensure more women join the 

political train.
Sikhululekile Moyo, Ward 17 Councillor

                                           ”
Out of 12 MPs in Bulawayo only three are 
women.

The situation is also the same with the 
Bulawayo City Council where there are 8 
women out of 28 councilors, exposing a huge 
gap of women representation in the city.

A 2017 study by the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC) provided a grim summary: 
“Seventy-four percent of women said they 
were not interested in participating in 
elections for fear of violence.”

Thabitha Khumalo says the statistics are 
worrying.

“It’s all because policy makers are currently 
held by men where there are women; they are 
just ceremonial to keep up appearances due to 
cultural, economic norms that affect women. 
In that case there is nowhere, numbers of 
women holding positions rising,” she says.

As noted in the Millennium Development 

Goals (United Nations, 2019), women’s equal 
participation with men in politics, power and 
decision-making processes is part of their 
fundamental right to participate in political 
life, and at the core of gender equality and 
women’s empowerment.

From a post-election analysis, very few 
females compared to males managed to win 
the Parliamentary and local authority seats.

So bad has been the situation that even the 
central government decried low participation 
of women in politics, saying of the 6 800 
candidates that contested for council seats in 
the 2018 elections, only 1 156 were women.

There were 28 vacant National Assembly seats 
and 122 local authority seats last week, and 
male candidates emerged as the majority of 
winners.

Female candidates only 
managed to get 15.5% of the 
122 local authority seats, and 

21.4% of the National Assembly 
seats, with the remainder being 

occupied by men.

According to statistics provided by the 
Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe (Wcoz), 
women constituted a mere 33, 2% of the 
parliamentary candidates with their male 
counterparts accounting for 66, 8%.

However, a brief comparison with the 2018 
elections shows that the level of women’s 
participation as candidates for the direct 
National Assembly seats has remained 
stagnant. 

A number of reasons have been cited for the 
stagnation with fear for violence and political 
parties’ gender imbalances topping the list. 
Ironically, women remained high registered 
voters.



Disinterest, Lack of Documents 
Behind Youth Voter Apathy
Youths are generally not enthused by politics as they feel their concerns are not prioritised.

by Bokani Mudimba | @The_CBNews

T he just ended by-elections have exposed 
lack of interest to participate in electoral 

processes by women and youths in Victoria Falls.

Of these, about two thirds were men who 
constituted the majority at all the three 
polling stations.

Until late in the 
afternoon, there were 
no voters; less than 20 

voters that had cast 
votes.

There were two polling stations in ward 
6 and voters did not have to travel long 
distances to vote.

Despite this, there were no queues as few 

Elections in the resort town were held in wards 
1 and 6, and none of the contesting candidates 
were youth or women.

Tonderai Mutasa won ward 1 on a Zanu-PF ticket 
after beating Christopher Ndiweni of the Citizens 
Coalition for Change (CCC).

Bekithemba Mlotshwa, Zanu PF, is now ward 6 
councilor after outvoting CCC’s Derrick Munsaka 
and Brian Ndlovu of MDC Alliance. 

There were over 1 900 registered voters for the 
two wards, and a mere 720 cast their vote. 



people turned up at any given time.

“It could be the fact that women have a burden 
to carry, taking care of families or household 
chores and they find activism in politics 
too demanding for them,” Melody Mwale, a 
Chinotimba resident says. 

An observer from Zimbabwe 
Council of Churches who preferred 
to remain anonymous as she had 

not been cleared to speak to media 
says: “Generally women turnout 
was low and I believe there is a 

need for more voter education and 
to capacitate women so that they 

realise that they have power to make 
their destiny through the ballot.”

Victoria Falls City Council has 11 wards and 
only two of the councillors are women.

Emily Sithole, a self-confessed Zanu-PF 
youth, says she will join the race in the next 
harmonised elections next year.

“From what I have seen, few youths are 
interested in serious politics yet they are 
the majority. We need serious investment 
in voter education so that everyone sees the 
importance of exercising their right to vote,” 
Sithole says.

Ntombi Ndiweni, a 55-year-
old woman from ward 1 
says she has religiously 
voted since 1980 and is 

pained when fellow women 
do not vote. 

“Voter apathy is a cancer especially among 
women. I wish all women could exercise 

their right to vote so they get empowered in 
decision making,” says Ndiweni. 

Ashley Moyo, a 19 year old who completed 
her Advanced Level last year, says she has no 
interest in politics and did not vote.

A number of prospective voters were also 
turned away for various reasons ranging from 
presenting defaced national identity cards, 
expired passports or trying to use a driver’s 
license.

“I wanted to vote but they told me that I 
belong to ward 2. Last time I voted at Baobab 
school nearby and I thought it’s the same 
ward,” Nothando Ndlovu, a woman from Low 
Density suburbs says.





Bulawayo-Nkayi 
Road Works 
Resume
The upgrading of the Bulawayo-Nkayi Road, which 
had become non trafficable and a death trap, has 
ignited excitement among locals and business 
leaders in Matabeleland North Province.

Engineers are back on site and work on the 
rehabilitation of the 158km stretch has resumed as 
a way of stepping up efforts towards completing 
outstanding projects in Matabeleland North 
province.

In Addressing 

Women’s 

Economic 

Emancipation Zim 

Laggs Behind
Zimbabwe continues to lag behind in plugging 
the gaps which are perpetuating the exclusion 
of women on the economic and financial front, 
Economic Justice for Women’s Project (EJWP) has 
said.

Presenting a policy brief to the Women’s Affairs 
Ministry Monday, EJWP executive director, 
Margaret Mutsamvi said while the government 
has made strides in alleviating women from 
gender related imbalances, more still needs to be 
done on the economic front.

WHO 
Concerned 
Over Children’s 
Low TB tests
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has raised 
concern over low diagnosis of tuberculosis (TB) 
among children.

Speaking during a “Stop TB Partnership”   media 
cafe in Harare last weekend, WHO representative 
Mkhokheli Ngwenya said between 4% and 6% of 
children were tested for the bacterial disease at a 
given time, which is too low.

“The positivity rate of TB is declining, it’s at 
around 50% now but diagnosis among children 
remains very low. Our target treatment rate is at 
90%, but in 2021 it was nearly 85%. Many of the 
children die before diagnosis,” he said.

RBZ Acts 
on Inflation, 
Interest Rates
The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ) has 
moved to curtail resurgent price hikes of basic 
commodities and stabilise the volatile parallel 
market exchange rate after its Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) significantly increased key 
interest rates and further cut down the quarter 
target for money supply growth. 

These latest measures demonstrate authorities’ 
desire to double down on existing measures to 
stem further increases in prices.



Few Takers For Booster Vaccine 
Despite Govt Advocacy
A drive by the central government to promote the COVID-19 booster jab is finding few 
takers in Binga, one of the region’s least developed district.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

A booster jab touted by the department 
of health in the central government is 

finding fewer takers in Binga, one of the least 
COVID-19 hit areas in Matabeleland North. 

Saymore Siansole, a Binga resident says he has 
not taken a booster jab because of fears of not 
getting the correct vaccine.

     “
It was a struggle for me to get 

my second dose of the 
Sinovac vaccine. Every time 

I went to the Binga ZRP 
Clinic for my second dose, I 
was told the dose had been 

finished and told to wait 
for its arrival.

Saymore Siansole

       ”



“I ended up getting the second jab after I travelled 
to Hwange. I have not bothered looking for the 
booster jab after the frustrations I experienced 
in getting the second jab.”

Another resident Lufuno Mudimba says there has 
been poor communication on the booster jabs.

“Information on the booster jab has not been 
fairly distributed in Binga district compared to 
the first and second jabs,” Mudimba says.

Countries such as the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and India were among the first in the world to 
roll out booster shots.

Zimbabwe has authorized the use of a coterie 
of vaccines including Modena, Pfizer BioNTech, 
Oxford AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson 
amongst others currently being used across 
many countries to contain the coronavirus. 
The central government has spearheaded the 
implementation of booster vaccinations with 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa and his deputy 
Constantino Chiwenga recently getting a third 
dose.

The Binga District Residents Association says it 
is concerned about access to information on the 
vaccine.

Alfred Mudenda, an executive member of the 
Binga District Residents Association says there is 
a need to simplify information about the booster 
vaccines.

    “
Information about the booster 
has not been shared effectively. 
Here in Binga we do not trust 
the booster, and there have 

been a lot of myths and beliefs 

towards it.
Alfred Mudenda, Binga DRA

       ”
“We have heard a lot about the vaccines but 
we need to know more about the vaccines.”

Statistics from the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care indicates that a few people are 
keen to get the third dose compared to the 
first and second dose.

“There is a low turnout for the third dose. 
There was a time we recorded 3 people 
for the third dose in a week,” says a health 
expert from Binga hospital who refused to 
be named.

Binga district has 17 vaccination centers for 
its 24 wards.

Despite it being the largest district in 
Matebeleland North province, the district 
has one local hospital and despite awareness 
campaigns made by the Ministry of Health 
and Child Care about the vaccines, in Binga 
there is still a low turnout for vaccination. 

The Health and Child Care ministry has since 
launched a new COVID-19 vaccination campaign 
that includes jabbing children aged 12 and 
above to rescue a drive faltering due to vaccine 
hesitancy and complacency.

According to statistics from the Health and 
Child Care ministry, as of March 28, the country 
recorded 122 new COVID-19 cases and no person 
succumbed to the virus. Statistics also show 
that the seven day rolling average fell from 190 
on March 27 to 188 on March 28.

As at 23 March 2022, Zimbabwe had 245 194 
confirmed cases, including 235 505 recoveries 
and 5 432 deaths. To date, a total of 4 585 820 
people have been vaccinated against COVID-19. 



Power Outages Force 
Mortuary Closure
In Binga, an electricity crisis which has been raging for over seven months is forcing locals 
to use ice blocks to preserve corpses of their decaying relatives inside a mortuary grounded 
by power outages. 

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

M ike Ndlovu recalls how difficult the 
situation was when a relative passed on 

late last year at Binga district hospital.

Mike Ndlovu, Binga resident

Binga North legislator Prince Sibanda says 
lack of electricity in Binga speaks to the 
marginalisation of the region.

“It’s sad to have a district hospital, which 
acts as a referral for satellite clinics 
operating without a mortuary for the past 
7 months. Electricity has become a luxury 
to Binga residents and many businesses are 
running losses,” he says.

“We have been facing electricity blackouts in 
Binga for a long time. We need permanent 

“It was a terrible moment. We bought our own 
ice blocks to put on the body. The mortuary 
issue is about malfunction of the storage facility 
coupled with electricity blackouts and lack of a 
backup plan,” laments Ndlovu. 

“It is a sad situation having our only 
district hospital operating without a 
cold storage for bodies at the mortuary 
for the past 7 months.”



solutions not promises which include constant 
supply of electricity,” says Paul Mutaleis greeted 
by darkness as he disembarks from a ZUPCO bus 
coming from a Zanu PF  star rally held in Siabuwa, 
97 kilometers South East of Binga.

The unavailability of electricity in Binga, a 
cultural and fishing hub in Matabeleland North 
has severely affected businesses.

Power outages always compromise the storage 
of fresh fish and consequently affect the fish 
market.

Power outages are negatively affecting fish businesses in Binga.

Monitor Munsaka, a businesswoman, says she has 
been counting losses because of the blackouts.

“I have lost more than 100 kgs of fish 
this week when we stayed for three 
days without electricity. Nowadays the 
fishing season is picking up, but the 
Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority 
(Zesa) is letting us down.”
Monitor Munsaka

Samson Sibanda, the chairperson of the Binga 
District Residents Association, says Binga villagers 
literally live in the ‘Stone Age’ era.

“Binga can go for two weeks or more without 
electricity and can you imagine everything in 
Binga is linked to electricity. This area is even 
dangerous when it’s dark; the wild animals 
also, when there is darkness, will be roaming in 

the roads and residential suburbs,” says 
Sibanda.

“Binga residents are risking crocodile and 
hippopotamus attacks fetching water from 
Zambezi River if there is no water and 
electricity.”

Binga is located within the 
Lake Kariba catchment area, 

but residents experience 
perennial water challenges 

because of lack of electricity to 
power water pumps.

“Water pumps in this town use electricity, 
so if there is no electricity it also means 
that there is no water,” adds Sibanda.

While addressing a political rally at Siabuwa 
Business Centre, President Emmerson 
Mnangangwa admits that the central 
government has let Binga down.

ZANU PF supporters at Siabuwa Business Centre on 
March 19 ahead of the 26 March by-elections. Image by 

Pindula News

“I want to apologize that we have not 
developed Binga to the level it must have. 
Truly we know the challenges you have 
been going through and we promise to 
attend to them as a central government to 
empower the people and develop Binga,” 
remarks President Mnangagwa.





Failing Education Shatters 
Dreams
Education infrastructure is an important factor 
in determining the quality of learning and 
graduates being churned out, however, most 
schools in the district lack basic infrastructure 
and a conducive learning environment.

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

B usani Ncube’s dream is to become a nurse.

us,” Ncube says.

“The biggest issues are distance and 
teachers. Our children walk almost 7 
kilometres every day to school only to find a 
demoralised teacher if not inexperienced.”
 
Lupane primary schools have been 
recording poor pass rates in Grade 7 and 
ordinary level final examinations over the 
years.
 

According to the Zimbabwe 
Schools Examinations Council 
(Zimsec), Matabeleland North 

But across the field, his mother Anna Ncube (39) 
feels sorry for him.
 
“Seeing these boys is like looking at the shattered 
big dreams. I think our education system is failing 

LUPANE



2020’s Grade 7 pass rate fell 
to 37.11 percent from 46.9% 

recorded in 2019.
 
At least 85 primary schools have recorded 
zero pass rates. In 2021, the province had the 
worst Grade 7 pass rate nationally.
 
Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, Former 
Lupane Senator Dalumuzi Khumalo says 
there are a number of factors contributing to 
the poor pass rates.

COVID-19 pandemic contributed to the poor pass rates in 
the district. Image by Shutterstock

“During the past two years there was no 
schooling to talk about due to COVID-19. At 
the same time, the majority of the teachers do 
not understand or speak the local language to 
make learning easy,” Khumalo says.
 
Dr Christopher Ndlovu, a lecturer at Lupane 
State University (LSU) in a research project 
with the University of the Free State in South 
Africa and the Baobab, says the majority of 
learners in Lupane cannot read.

    “
Most of the learners showed 

that they read below their 
standard and most of the 

Grade 7 learners in the district 
cannot read or face difficulties 

in reading. This is the major 
cause of poor results.

Reads the research report in part

”
The COVID-19 pandemic also exposed the 
lack of enabling learning infrastructure in 
the district as learners were missing out on 
e-learning.
 
Primary and Secondary Education (MOPSE) 
spokesperson Taungana Ndoro could not be 
reached for comment. But he was quoted in 
the press saying the ministry is satisfied with 
Lupane’s 2021 Grade 7 results.
 
“We are encouraged by the increased pass 
rate in Matabeleland North province,” a man 
who identified himself as Ndoro was quoted 
saying.
 
Former Senator Khumalo says the under 
payment of teachers is also contributing to 
the poor pass rate in the district.
 
“The remuneration of teachers leaves a lot 
to be desired. Teachers need to be paid a 
decent salary for them to be effective in the 
classroom,” Khumalo says.



Rethinking New Ways of Serving 

Underserved Communities with Media
Building a podcast for a remote area that is highly influenced by South African culture 
requires strategic planning

This article was first published on Medium by the Zimbabwe Entrepreneurial Journalism Program (EJP). 
Supported by the U.S Embassy Public Affairs Section in Harare, the EJP seeks to empower a new breed of 
hyperlocal content creators in Zimbabwe to build and launch sustainable niche journalism and media ventures 
to serve their communities. 

by Tjedu Moyo | EJP Creator 2022

I n Zimbabwe, where the majority of internet 
users are urban people, the venture I am building 

requires an efficient distribution strategy. On top 
of an efficient distribution strategy, the content 
needs to be relevant to local populations as they are 
attracted to different kinds of content and therefore, 
consume what they are interested in.

diasporas. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, my 
target area has become a poverty hub. Most people 
who work in the diaspora have had to stay home for 
longer than they should have because of the COVID-19 
containment measures that saw inland borders being 
shut down.

In addition to the restrictive COVID-19 measures, a 
majority of immigrants have had to delay going back 
to countries where they irk a living such as South 
Africa because of the trending permit issues in South 
Africa accompanied by fears of Xenophobia fears, a 
phenomenon that has seen a lot of Zimbabweans in 
South Africa being butchered and burnt alive by South 
Africans under the impression that they are stealing 
jobs.

Amongst these fears, there was a trending twitter 
hashtag that insinuated that Zimbabweans must go 
back to their country. I am growing to understand 
that for my community, such stories are important and 
relevant. However, there is a need to localize it and 
package it in accessible and digestible formats, a goal I 
seek to achieve with my podcast.

In the past two months I have also had to decide on the 
kind of podcast I want to deliver — a chat cast on live 
video mode would be nicer in a studio with guests and 
the audience can pick emotions better. However, due to 
financial constraints, it would be great to start off with 
an audio interview kind of a podcast, maybe also to test 
my audience and get reactions. I still have a long way to 
go but by the end of March I expect to deliver the first 
episode of my podcast.

Doing a podcast on something that does not interest people 
may be a waste of time and resources. Therefore, in a bid to 
improve the quality of the content that I will be producing, I 
figured I may need to work with technocrats in the specific 
topics that I will be reporting on. I reached out to Rutendo 
Mapfumo, an environmental journalist who reports from 
Hwange. In our conversation, we agreed to do a podcast on 
the crisis that coal poses to the Hwange community.

This will be my first podcast. The EJP program in the month 
of February taught us about value propositions for media 
ventures. Although not refined yet, I figured my venture’s value 
proposition will have to do with me being able to bring news 
from hard to reach, underserved communities. Of great impact 
to me was the session with Munyaradzi Dodo, of Magamba 
Network, who emphasized the importance of creating content 
that is specific and relevant to a particular community or age 
group. .

Initially, I thought my podcast would focus on national 
advocacy issues only but I have observed that I have to 
mainstream a lot more issues like regional news updates and 
disseminate information regarding local development. These 
include relevant news like life in the diaspora and policy 
changes which would be important to Matabeleland South 

https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/building-journalism-for-children-6b7ea89087b1
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for
https://zw.usembassy.gov/%23carousel-example-generic
https://medium.com/zimbabwe-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-for/ten-zimbabwean-content-creators-selected-for-the-inaugural-entrepreneurial-journalism-program-8590d660c7ee%3Fsource%3Dcollection_home---------11-------------------------------




Water Challenges Blamed On 
Central Govt’s Reluctance
Most of the area’s water points are dry, and villagers have to walk almost 6 kilometres 
to the nearest water point.

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

F orty-two years after the country attained 
independence, some villagers in 

Umzingwane district still have to walk at least 6 
kilometres to fetch water.     “

Where we stay there are no 
boreholes and we are forced to walk 

almost 6 kilometres daily to fetch 
water. Life is very difficult and the 
majority of our neighbours have 

been relocating from this area due 
to water problems.

Sandile Ndlovu, a villager

”

Areas such as Thandanani, Sibambene and 
Vulindlela are the worst affected as they lack 
reliable water sources such as dams and 
boreholes.
 
Sandile Ndlovu a villager from Vulindlela says they 
have been complaining about water challenges 
in the area for years but without success.



Nomalungelo Moyo of Sibambene village 
says some donors have been promising to 
drill boreholes in the area to solve the water 
challenges.
 
“It is hard even to grow vegetables because 
of water problems. Our concern is that since 
this year started it seems there are not enough 
rains, life is going to be more difficult for us,” 
she says.

Sibongumusa Ndlovu of Asithuthukeni village 
adds:  “We end up fetching unsafe water from 
the rivers a distance away from us.”

Ward 7 councilor Martin Moyo confirms 
challenges faced by villagers in his ward.
 
“It is true; we are facing water problems in our 
ward. The boreholes are not enough to sustain 
the whole village. People end up fetching water 
from the rivers which are not safe,” Moyo says.

     “
During the dry season we face a 
lot of challenges because even 

our livestock cannot access 
enough drinking water. We have 
five villages and each has about 

280 households. Each village has 
about three boreholes. These 
boreholes are not enough as 

people spend hours queuing for 
water.

Martin Moyo, Ward 7 Councilor

                                             ” 
Moyo appeals to the government to intervene.

“We also appeal to the central government to 
construct two or more dams in our area so that 
livestock and people can get water. During the 
dry season, our livestock die because of a lack 
of water.”

Umzingwane District administrator Siphathisiwe 
Mlotshwa declined to comment on the matter.

In a statement to mark the World 
Water Day on March 22, the 

Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights (ZLHR) urges stakeholders 

including the government to 
implement policies aimed at 

increasing access to clean, safe and 
potable water.

 
The theme for World Water Day in 2022 is 
“Groundwater – Making the invisible visible,” 
calling upon the global community to conserve 
precious groundwater.
 
ZLHR says groundwater is also key to the effective 
operation of industries such as agriculture, 
manufacturing and the service industry.
 
“In some instances, Zimbabweans have to travel 
long distances in order to access water that is 
clean and safe. The demand for potable water 
in the country continues to rise each year as the 
population continues to grow. It is therefore 
imperative for authorities to formulate effective 
strategies that are aimed at increasing access to 
clean, safe and potable water throughout the 
country,” says ZLHR.
 
The organisation says the central government 
has a duty to ensure that everyone has access to 
safe water.
 
“In terms of Section 77 (a) of the Constitution, 
everyone has the right to safe, clean and potable 
water. Importantly, Section 77 of the Constitution 
obliges the State to adopt reasonable legislative 
and other related measures that are designed 
to progressively realise the right to clean, safe 
and potable water,” ZLHR says.





T he original creators 
of works protected 

by copyright, and their heirs, 
have certain basic rights. 

They hold the exclusive 
right to use or authorize 
others to use the work on 
agreed terms. The creator 
of a work can prohibit or 
authorize its reproduction 
in various forms, such as 

printed publication or sound 
recording.

But this seems not to be 
the case in most parts of 
Zimbabwe because of piracy.

Why is legal action not taken 
against these law breakers? 

Writing is a cumbersome job. 
To fill an empty page with 

words is not an easy job. 
Writers make their living 
through writing and selling 
books. Some writers self-
publish their works and sell 
them while others rely on 
publishers.

The book industry in 
Zimbabwe is facing 
a lot of challenges. 

by Thabani H. Moyo | @thabanih

Piracy is intellectual theft. Those who pirate works of art are stealing from the creators and 
their families.

Why Are Copyright Violators 
Not Punished In Zimbabwe? 



Books have a very small 
market in Zimbabwe 

because of a poor 
reading culture.

Due to the shrinking market 
in the book industry most 
writers and publishers have 
targeted the education sector 
as their biggest market. Every 
writer cherishes the moment 
that their works are selected 
for study in schools. 

The education curriculum 
demands that novels, plays 
and poetry are studied at 
each and every level. The 
education sector also needs 
a lot of books in the form of 
textbooks.  

The current situation on the 
ground is very bad for writers 
and publishers. Education 
institutions like schools, 
colleges and universities are 
no longer buying books. Most 
institutions have transferred 
this responsibility to the 
learner. 

Learners must buy their 
own literature books 

and textbooks to enable 
them to learn in class. 

This has seen an upsurge 
in photocopying and 
scanning of literature 
books and textbooks 
by learners including 

business people in 
violation of piracy and 

copyright laws.

Photocopying and scanning 

books means that the owner of 
the work, the writer, is getting 
nothing from their trade.

The person photocopying and 
scanning books and selling 
them to the public is a thief 
and must be arrested.

What is mind boggling is 
that places where bulk 
photocopying of literature 
books and textbooks are 
known. Police have ignored 
these places and made no 
arrests. Lately, there have 
been reports of anti-piracy 
officers visiting schools and 
confiscating photocopied 
textbooks. 

This cancer of illegal 
photocopying books 

and selling them needs a 
multi-faceted approach 
to arrest the vice. The 

central government also 
needs to see that schools 

are well resourced to 
buy learning materials in 

the form of books. 

If the situation of book piracy 
is left unchecked as it is the 
case, the book industry will be 
destroyed. 

No writer will continue writing 
knowing that they will not 
benefit anything. No publisher 
will continue publishing and 
making losses. Those who 
have made it their duty to steal 
books through photocopying 
must know that their activities 
are nothing but criminal.



by Musa Makina | @The_CBNews

Injection Phobia Haunts Learners 
As COVID-19 Vaccination Extends 
To Pupils

While for adults the fear of taking the jab 
was based on the side effects and myths, for 
the pupils, it has been the injection phobia.

   “
When our headmaster 

announced that we were 
to be jabbed, we thought 
he was joking. But when 

we saw the nurses coming 
to our school we wanted 

to run away but they made 
sure no one ran.

A Grade 7 pupil who could not be named 
on ethical grounds

 ”
A survey at some local schools showed 
that the programme was slowly picking up, 
albeit the phobia among students.

The vaccination programme at schools is 
being conducted in two phases until May. 
The first phase will end on 3 April while the 

A parent Nomalanga Mlilo says it had to 
take a lot of convincing for her 13-year old 

son to take a COVID-19 jab.

Hesitancy, and the fear of the unknown coupled 
with disinformation and myths pushed many 
to shun COVID-19 vaccination when it was first 
introduced in Bulawayo and other parts of the 
country.

“When he came home, he gave me a form of 
consent from the school where as a parent I was 
supposed to sign either rejecting or accepting 
that he be jabbed,” Mlilo says.  

“I had to sit down with him and explain the 
importance and tell him that it’s not painful 
before I signed the form.”

On February 22, 2022, the central government 
extended the vaccination to 12 year olds, three 
months after the Health and Child Care minister 
started vaccinating teenagers’ from16 years.

Children were left out of the initial vaccination 
drive which targeted frontline workers such as 
health workers followed by the elderly and those 
with chronic diseases.

An investigation by The Citizen Bulletin in the 
country’s second city revealed that there was 
hesitancy among 12 year olds and teenagers 
before the vaccination was taken to schools.



second phase will run from 2 May to 15 May.

A learner reacts while being vaccinated at school. Image by AP

Bulawayo provincial medical director, Dr Maphios 
Siamuchembu says they vaccinated an average of 
2500 people per day in Bulawayo last week, mostly 
students.

“We have managed to vaccinate over 18000 people 
in the last 7days. I am impressed by the uptake 
so far. We have made a lot of progress with more 
numbers coming for vaccination than we have had 
in a while,” Siamuchembu says.

    “
As a ministry, we have 

always supported health 
programmes and we are 

willing to support the 
vaccination drive as it will 
mean better health for our 

learners and teachers.
Taungana Ndoro, Primary and Secondary 
Education spokesperson 

”

“We will stand guided by health authorities 
and urge parents to appreciate public 
health initiatives.” 

About 23% of Zimbabwe’s 15 million people 
have received two jabs, mostly of the 
Chinese Sinopharm and Sinovac vaccines, 
far short of the government’s initial target 
of 60% by the end of 2021.

Data Visualization: The Citizen Bulletin

Just over 8 million doses have been used out 
of more than 22 million in stock, according 
to the central government figures.

As the vaccination programme continues 
countrywide, 5 293 189 people have received 
their first dose, 3 529 646 received their 
second dose while 370 287 received their 
third dose.

Just over 5,400 people in Zimbabwe have 
died from COVID-19, according to official 
figures; although the toll is likely much 
higher because of undiagnosed or reported 
cases, according to health experts. 

However, the national recovery rate 
remains at 96 percent and active cases go 
down to 2 566.




